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Namaskar, 

 The past few months have 

been a roller -coaster ride with so 

many back -to-back IAM events that 

when I look back, I feel almost diz-

zy. This year has been amazing, just 

flooded with so many activities. I 

sincerely appreciate the support 

from my team and their hard work 

without which none of this would 

have been possible.  

  The Yoga and Meditation 

workshop in May was well attended 

and I believe all those who came 

took away something valuable on 

spirituality.  

 We celebrated the 68th In-

dependence Day of India on Aug 

17th at the Longinotti auditorium. 

The program was named òNavyugó 

- New Era - focusing not only on the 

cultural aspects of India, but also on 

its literary facets. Our two speakers, 

Ms. Nadia Gilani and Mr. Sanjeev 

Kumar spoke simply but with pas-

sion about education in general, 

and were able to connect with the 

audience. Bryan and Ajay conduct-

ed the science and technology quiz, 

a closely fought battle of skills be-

tween four teams of middle school 

kids. The IAM youth committee has 

been very enthusiastic and active 

this year and I have been working 

very closely with them. They have 

been a great support to all our IAM 

events. Navyug was conceived and 

conducted by the Youth Committee 

and they deserve high praise.  

  The Executive Committee is 

happy to report that we fulfilled our 

commitment of getting the Special 

GBM together for bylaws amend-

ment on Aug 23rd. On behalf of the 

IAM team, I extend special thank 

you to all those who attended this 

meeting. Unfortunately, the lack of a 

2/3 majority vote prevented the 

amended bylaws from being rati-

fied as one document, so for the 

time being, the pre -existing bylaws 

will prevail.  

  All of you would have no-

ticed that the standard of IAM sports 

has gone up dramatically this year. 

In the last few months, we have had 

a volleyball competition with high 

quality in terms of both participa-

tion and participants. The final 

match was literally a cliffhanger!  

  For cricket lovers: The first 

ever Memphis Premier League 

(MPL) Cricket T20 series, this yearõs 

crowning sporting event is under 

way. Local Memphis news telecast-

ed an overview on localmem-

phis.com, Sep 4th òMemphis Crick-

et League Gaining In Popularity, 

Looking For Fans,ó and was initially 

covered by Commercial Appeal on 

April 22 òCricket Gaining Grounds 

in Local Memphis.ó The first match-

es were on played on Sep 6th. Sea-

son tickets are available for a very 

nominal rate and I urge you all to 

help make this a huge success.  

Letõs bring the cricket craze to 

Memphis. Details of MPL are on the 

IAM website  

  Preparations for IAM Singing 

Star 2014 began last month. We 

started this program last year as a 

òrealityó show and it was a big hit. 

This year we have introduced a kids 

segment and the auditions were 

way above our expectations.  
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Upcoming Events: 

¶ India Unlimited - Sep 20th 

¶ India Fest - Nov 1st 
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Come summer, cricket fever takes over most of 

the passionate (some call us cricket -crazy!) dias-

pora. Be it tennis ball cricket (played locally) or 

season ball cricket (played as part of the Arkansas 

Tennessee Cricket League, ATCL), every single 

game is keenly contested and passionately 

(thereõs that word again) played. 

 Many of you may have heard of this 

thing called IPL (Indian Premier League) that hap-

pens every year, bringing in the best cricketing 

talents from India and around the around world 

into one entertaining cricket tournament. Purists 

may shrug it off as a gimmick, but the entertain-

ment it provides is unmatched. The ATCL also or-

ganizes yearly T20 tournaments in the fall to cap-

ture the spirit and competiveness of T20 games.  

 Seeing how popular the IPL culture 

has become, the India Association of Memphis 

(IAM) has worked with current and former ATCL 

leaders to organize the Memphis Premier League, 

a tournament with similar glitz and glamour (albeit 

at a smaller scale) as the IPL. With the help of local 

sponsors, no stone is being left unturned by IAMõs 

Sports Director, Vishal Chheda, who is also part of 

a team competing in MPL -1. 

 MPL-1 brings in 8 highly competi-

tive teams in the Memphis area together under 

one tournament roof (so to speak) and the result 

can only be pure entertainment, for the players, 

families, and spectators. The tournament has all 

the perks such as colored clothing for the players, 

white cricket balls, and as the tournament pro-

gresses, sideline entertainment. There is also the 

chance to rub shoulders with not only Memphisõs 

best cricketing talents but also international crick-

et stars such as Ricardo Powell and Kevon Cooper.  

  The games will be played on Satur-

days and Sundays at 2 locations in the city. It all 

starts Sept 6th and goes on till the end of October. 

The schedule, results, and all the good stuff will be 

posted on the IAM website (http://

www.iamemphis.org). So, bring your drums, 

vuvuzelas, and cheering voices to the games and 

enjoy some of the best cricket Memphis has to of-

fer. Its cricket time !  

MPL-1: Laying the groundwork for a yearly cricket bonanza         - Vikram Venkatesh 

The turnout at the auditions this year was impres-

sive, and our organizing team did an incredible 

job. You will be amazed to see the local dancing 

and singing talent here in Memphis on India Un-

limited (India Nite).  

 As you all may be aware, preparations for 

India Fest are in full swing. The décor this year 

promises to be unique, and you may have re-

ceived Facebook messages/updates about the 

òReduce, Reuse and Recycleó theme and the plan 

to build a one -of-a-kind sculpture. Donations of 

used pots and pans will be gratefully accepted; 

please check the IAM Facebook page/IAM web-

site for details. This is also a good time to volun-

teer in all India Fest tracks; please contact Festival 

Director Arjun Sardar or Track Leads if interested.  

  Come and join us to celebrate India Unlim-

ited (India Nite) on Sep 20 at White Station High 

School Auditorium for a cultural treat.   

 

Thank you.  

Manjit Kaur 
IAM President 2014  
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