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By the time you read this issue, it
may already be late, but go on and
read away as this note not only is
our attempt to give you a teaser of
things that happened and that are
yet to come, but is also my hello to
you as Editor! :) Many times we get
so involved in the smaller things that
we lose the bigger picture. So even
if we chase our everyday goals and
things we need to get through, it is
important that we always remain fo-
cused on what we want to
achieve. Somewhat like what we do
at IAM. Even though we are focused
on putting a publication that our
readers enjoy, we never lose sight
of our bigger goal and that is to con-
stantly add value to our communi-
ty.

With the first ever Summer
Camp by IAM executed well by
Youth committee in July, Independ-
ence day celebration in August and
IAM Sports events that were con-
ducted through August through Oc-
tober, we have tried to provide a
great opportunity and platform for
our people, especially the youth, to
participate and put forward their
thoughts. We were proud to see the
young talents in our youth commit-
tee that conducted Summer Camp
and Independence day event with
detailed planning and determina-
tion.

Thereods a | ot
your way courtesy India Fest - from
food for the soul to workshops, from
Bollywood dances to  Shop-
ping...there will be a lot you can
do. However, what continues to be
the highlight of the festival is all the
food, shopping, the jewelry, the
henna and so forth - that women es-
pecially seem to enjoy.

Do you remember the recur-
ring food memory from your child-
hood like the first time you tasted an
incredible dish that your mom
cooked, or the moment you discov-
ered some new likings.....yum!
Some days when | am stuck in
mucky traffic, all | can dream of is a
hot plate of pakoras or something
comforting to come home to. How |
wish!! Those are the days | miss In-
dia for its myriad food options and it
is at India Fest that my taste buds
gets to relive some of it.

Well, planning for IndiaFest
are well underway and | am so look-
ing forward to it. We have a great
team dedicated and determined to
bring you India to Memphis. Hope
you will join us to enjoy the great
nation that will be on showcase.

It is also that time of the year
when the sun plays hide and seek,
but it is also the time that usually
heralds the start of the Indian festive
season, which means uncontrollable
feasting and we play loose with our
diet, and of course that continues
through the end of year with Thanks-
giving and Christmas. With all the
celebrations and trick or treating,
hope that you are able to enjoy a lot
of family time .

| hope everyone continues to
enjoy the spirit of celebration and
festivities. We will continue to keep
yow updated ovdhnthingsghappening
around here. Without rambling on
any further, that pretty much covers
the quarter from our side. But
thereds going to
through December, so stay tuned so
you do not miss out on it.

See you in December, and
unt il t hen,
spirited Diwali!
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Dr A. P. J

Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, the eleventh President of
India and one of the most eminent scientists of India
died at Shillong on 27 " July at 6:30 p.m. while ad-
dressing the students of the IIM, Shillong on the
subject oOMaking the
his presentation, one of his advisors wanted to
know from him how he should be remembered in
future. OAs a teachero

On entering the hall to make his presentation he
thought it proper to thank the security guard at the

gate. He asked him whether he has taken food in
time and got his reply. Then he entered the podium

and while starting his presentation suddenly col-

lapsed and the doctors in the nearby hospital pro-

nounced him dead. His life came to an end fulfilling

his dream of teaching students in life.

He was born in a poor fisherman family in the tem-
ple town of Rameshwaram. His close friends in
childhood were the children of the temple priests
and fishermen in the locality. This friendship stood
the test of time throughout his life.

After taking a degree in engineering he served the
Defense Research Development Organization for
the Government of India and later in the highest po-
sition in the Indian Space Research Organization.
He was in a position to successfully launch the satel-
lite SLV3 and this was during the period when A.B.
Vajpai was the Prime Minister of India. He was con-
ferred the highest civilian award of Bharat Ratna
and later was selected as the Presidential Nominee
by the Prime Minister. During his stewardship as
President he brought glory and divinity to the high-
est office in the most populace parliamentary de-
mocracy in the world.

During his service as a scientist and later as the
President he maintained very high standards in
public life. He gave credit to all the members of his

ABDUL
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team for their achievements, while for failures he
himself took the blame and in this way he behaved
differently from many others in public life. The gov-

ernment officials have been open in their state-
ments, that it was a pleasure and a privilege to work
with him.

When he was sworn in as the President he was par-
ticular to invite many of his close friends from
Rameshwaram. The then Prime Minister made all
arrangements to bring his friends as VIPs and all his
friends were present during in the swearing in cer-
emony on 25/07/02. They felt proud of their friend-
ship and enjoyed his hospitality at the Rashtrapathi
Bhavan. After their return to Rameshwaram, Dr.
Kalam paid all their expenses for travel and board-
ing and this surprised the nation.

In the same manner while laying down office he po-
litely rejected the offer of the Government for a
special train to take his personal belongings to
Tamil Nadu as he was taking only three boxes (one
for computer, one for clothes and one for select
books) and there was no necessity for a train to shift
this to Tamil Nadu!

dé.
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He has written several books on scientific
subjects and on the coun
of Fire, My Journey, India 2020, to name a few. This
writer has always felt the book on India 2020 pro-
vided the pathway to the whole nation. Dr. Kalam
even conducted study classes on this to the Mem-
bers of Parliament and the Members of State Legis-
latures of the country and such an incident has nev-
er taken place before or thereafter. The occupant of
the Rashtrapathi Bhavan emerged as a great teach-
er to the people of India.

He was in a position to sell his ideas to lakhs
of students in the country by one to one contact at
select gatherings while in office and later for nine
years til!]l his death. He
t hi nk bigé and the stud
asked him questions and he politely answered as an
elder brother. No other person in public life has
devoted this much attention to lakhs of students in
the country who flocked to him from all states dur-
ing his Presidentship till 20/06/07 and thereafter.

He was a humanist and he had real concern for the
underdogs of dndianesbcetp. Masnwiriter reldélisnag s
incident which electrified all the Keralites. Dr.
Kalam agreed to participate in a public function at
Ernakulam. A disabled boy in an orphanage at Cali-
cut wanted to meet the President and requested for
an audience at Ernakulam through an email. Within
24 hours the boy was informed that he need not
take a trip to Ernakulam. Dr. Kalam visited him at
the orphanage at Calicut.

He glorified the post of the President by
oopening the imposing g
Palace to the students, the teachers and the com-
mon man of I ndia.o6 (The
tovhas reredit decaude enensetverl the daurdra from a
then otsom ofrhistheart watholit anyepolitical tagemda. n

He only had a national 3
terest for the upliftment for the millions in the land.
Salutations to the great

INDIA.

He will be remembered forever and ever.
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MPLt MEMPHIS PREMIER LEAGUE SEASON 2

This was an incredible effort to increase awareness of Cricket among people in Memphis, Little Rock and
Jonesboro and to diversify Cricket among existing Cricket clubs and to promote Cricket to the next lev-

el. Kudos to Vishal Chheda, Sports Director & Trustee IAM for the successful execution of Memphis Prem-
ier League (MPL Season 2) in Memphis.

Winners of mpl season 2: BYCC - Bartlett Youth Cricket Club
Runner up mpl season 2 : INDIAN Lions

Congratulations !!
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